Stone analysis.
The definition and the frequencies of the components of urinary stones are presented on the basis of more than 110,000 analyses. The stone morphologies are described. The methods of stone analysis X-ray diffraction, infrared spectroscopy and polarization microscopy and the most recent developments are presented. The benefits and disadvantages of different methods are compared. The results of ring trials show that the X-ray diffraction method is the best method with regard to correctness.